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A  NEW  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  BOSTON  OLD  CITY  HALL 


Early  this  year,  an  exceptional  real  estate  offering  will  be  made  available  through  the  disposition  of  Boston's  Old  City  Hall  for 
reuse.  Old  City  Hall  is  a  distinguished  and  prominent  element  of  Boston's  cityscape  and  provides  an  unusual  opportunity  for 
preservation  and  rehabilitation. 


DESCRIPTION  Old  City  Hall  is  a  six-story  granite  structure  with  a  total  of  65,000  square  feet  of  space.  The  building  is  set  back 
from  School  Street  in  a  spacious  forecourt. 

Old  City  Hall  offers  many  unique  spaces  which  are  capable  of  conversion  to  specialized  use.  It  would  be  a  prestigious  location 
tor  professional  or  executive  offices,  commercial  headquarters,  or  a  retail  operation. 

An  imaginative  combination  of  uses  would  employ  Old  City  Hall's  assets  effectively.  The  ground  floor  is  ideal  tor  shops,  book- 
stores, restaurants,  and  other  retail  enterprises  which  could  take  advantage  of  one  of  the  more  heavily  traveled  pedestrian  ways 
in  the  city . 

The  main  floor  contains  a  stately  lobby  entrance  leading  to  an  impressive  monumental  central  staircase  which  extends  through  five 
full  stories.  The  versatile  spaces  of  this  floor  are  adaptable  to  any  operation  requiring  large  open  areas  with  high  ceilings.  Pos- 
sible uses  include  banking,  exhibition,  library  or  retail  facilities. 

The  upper  floors  are  suitable  for  a  variety  of  office  uses.  The  two-story  council  chamber  with  its  fifth  floor  gallery  provides 
seating  for  300  to  500  people  —  and  is  a  functional  and  gracious  room  for  special  exhibitions,  public  performances,  sales  confer- 
ences, or  other  presentations.   The  spaces  of  the  dome  offer  an  architectural,  engineering,  or  consulting  firm  a  distinctive  setting. 


PRESERVATION  Old  City  Hall  was  designed  by  the  prominent  Boston  architects  Gridley  J.  F.  Bryant  and  Arthur  Oilman.  Con- 
structed between  1862  and  1865,  Old  City  Hall  was  one  of  the  first  large-scale  public  buildings  in  the  country  to  emulate  the 
architecture  of  Second  Empire  France.   Today,  Old  City  Hall  remains  a  most  notable  example  of  this  elaborate  architectural  style. 

A  major  objective  to  be  satisfied  in  the  reuse  of  Old  City  Hall  is  the  preservation  of  the  architectural  character  of  the  building. 
Certain  design  controls  will  therefore  be  imposed  upon  subsequent  users. 

The  exterior  of  Old  City  Hall  should  be  preserved  in  its  original  design.  A  thorough  masonry  cleaning  will  enhance  the  exterior 
granite  walls,  and  removal  of  the  two-story  corridor  between  Old  City  Hall  and  its  Annex  will  restore  the  building  as  an  independ- 
ent structure.  The  landscaped  forecourt  should  be  maintained  as  the  setting  for  Old  City  Hall. 

CONDITION  Old  City  Hall  is  in  sound  structural  condition.  The  mechanical  and  electrical  systems  are  adequate  for  present  use, 
but  improvement  or  replacement  would  probably  be  necessary  to  provide  more  modern  facilities  for  new  tenants.  Some  reuse 
plans  might  require  additional  egress  or  public  safety  features. 
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Park  Street  Church 

King*s  Chapel 

Old  City  Hall 

Old  Corner  Book  Store 

New  Boston  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank 

Old  South  Meeting  House 

New  Raymond's  Deparlmeot  Store  and  parking  garage 

Filene's 

Jordan  Marsh 

Post  Office 

Winthrop  Building 

New  Boston  Company  Building 

Old  State  House 

14  /  Ames  Building 

15  /  New  England  Merchants  National  Bank  Building 
16/  Faneu.l  Hall 

17/  New  Cily  Hall 

18 /State  House 

19  /  Suffolk  County  Court  House 

^\  Rapid  Transit  Station  Entrance 


VDVANTAGES  OF  LOCATION  Old  City  Hall  is  centrally  located  between  the  major  commercial,  financial,  and  governmental 
districts  of  the  City.  To  the  north  is  the  new  Government  Center  with  its  complex  of  city,  state,  and  federal  offices;  to  the  east,  the 
financial  district;  to  the  south,  the  major  retail  core;  to  the  west,  the  State  House,  Courthouses,  the  Boston  Common,  and  the 
Beacon  Hill  residential  community. 

The  Old  City  Hall  lies  near  the  junction  of  all  the  rapid  transit  lines  of  the  MBTA  and  is  within  walking  distance  of  the  commuter 
rail  terminals  at  North  and  South  Stations.  Access  from  the  suburbs  is  easy  via  prominent  highway  routes.  Large  parking  garages 
are  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  building.  For  out  of  town  travelers,  the  Old  City  Hall  is  a  ten  minute  drive  to  Logan  Interna- 
tional Airport  and  is  convenient  to  several  large  downtown  hotels. 
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RENEWAL  ACTIVITIES  Old  City  Hall  lies  within  the  School-Franklin  Urban  Renewal  Area,  one  of  several  projects  within 
the  Central  Business  District.  Proposed  development  for  the  School-Franklin  project  includes  the  construction  of  a  new  Boston 
Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  a  new  Raymond's  Department  Store  and  parking  garage,  and  a  realignment  of  School  Street  at  Wash- 
ington Street.  This  latter  improvement  will  allow  the  creation  of  a  new  plaza  in  front  of  the  Old  Corner  Book  Store  that  will  com- 
plement the  existing  pattern  of  urban  open  spaces  on  School  Street  as  well  as  the  proposed  Washington  Street  mall.  King's  Chapel, 
Old  City  Hall,  the  Old  Corner  Book  Store,  and  the  Old  South  Meeting  House,  the  landmarks  of  School  Street,  form  an  important 
section  of  the  popular  Freedom  Trail,  a  well-marked  pedestrian  route  that  connects  many  of  Boston's  historic  sites. 


The  Old  City  Hall  is  available  for  purchase  or  for  long  term  lease  on  terms  to  be  arranged.   Terms  may  vary  depending  upon  the 
use  or  uses  to  which  the  building  will  be  put. 

All  prospective  users  — ■  tenants,  owners,  developers  —  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  further  details.  Additional  information  includ- 
ing site  plans,  floor  plans,  engineering  reports,  and  rehabilitation  requirements  may  be  obtained  from: 

The  Director  of  Non-Residential  Development    Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
1 108  City  Hall  Annex,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 


BOSTON 

REDEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY 


Rt.  Rev.  Msgr.  Francis  J.  Lally.  Chairman 

Melvin  J.  Massucco,  Vice  Chairman 

James  G.  Colbert,  Treasurer 

George  P.  Condakes,  Assistant  Treasurer 

Patrick  Bocanfuso,  Member 

Hale  Ctiampion,  Director 


